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Bilingualism and biculturalism both in Japan
and around the world are the focus of my seminar
(FHFEE

four different levels: the individual, the family,

I). We look at the topic of bilingualism on

educational approaches and from the societal level.
We explore definitions of bilingualism, approaches
to bilingual education, and the cognitive and social
effects of bilingualism. We also consider the
connection between bilingualism and biculturalism,
particularly in the context of Japan, where issues
faced by people in international marriages (and
their children) are still remarkable. To give students
the opportunity to build their own second language

skills, my classes are conducted mostly in English.
Students also prepare a major presentation and
academic paper in English. However, there is time
and space for Japanese, too, because it is important
for students to develop their own bilingualism
through this one-year course. Finally, I try to give
my students the chance to visit a country with a
history of bilingualism (for example, Taiwan or
Korea) to help broaden 3

their understanding of
this important topic *
and their overall j
worldview.
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A small but excellent group of students went to
Bethel College in Minnesota on the 3 2K & 7} Bf &
program from August 1-23, 2018. I saw them off at
Kumamoto Airport, and when they returned, happy
but tired, their luggage seemed to have doubled!
During the homestay/study program, they made
friends not only with their American families, but

also with their teachers and other students from
China and Rikkyo University in Tokyo, who were
also participating. Durlng their stay, they enjoyed
horseback riding, EEEl e

canoeing, picnics, :
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