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University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
105 Garfield Avenue + P.O. Box 4004 + Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004

Exchange Programs for the 21* Century with Kumamoto Gakuen University

‘The 21* Century brings exciting new opp ities, as well as i ing challenges.
Together, it is our duty to rise to these challenges, and to make the most of these
opportunities.

In our age, which is i ingly ch ized by the globalization of cultures,
economics, political systems and more, it is important for us to increase our
understanding and respect for the diversity of one another’s cultures and societies. It is

. our belief that the exchange of students and scholars is the most certain path to mutual
7] - T— 7 7 -3 7 E understanding among nations. We also believe that mutual understanding and respect for

. other cultures is the guarantor of peace.
EE#EHELTE

‘With this in mind, we are deli; toi our ge with K Gakuen
University. At the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, we are committed to providing
an excellent experience for all our students. In fact, “EXCELLENCE” is the motto of our
university; and we strive for excellence in all of our academic programs and our student

services.

TARAVS VRBEF I L TR .
X N . As I write this letter, students from your university are living and studying at my
1916FEBISLOMILKE, HE - LR 274 E80 university. They are building bridges between our nations, and our cultures, and they are
. _ e . becoming global citizens in the process. And, as I write this, we are making plans to send
DFELBIEI—ZAHNFKEINTE Y, #HIMIL our students to your university, where they will continue that process.
j( i@ ':P —C' ‘B % WL X)L ’é’ ?5:1 ) t EE&F f)< Zf) ’Z} o We look forward to a 21 century in which we, as partners in international educational
ke _ . . . exchange, can work together to build a more peaceful and respectful world for the future
FRICBEARA2ELHET S ELVF v /82, K generations.
ﬁ & (32002 fF— 5 H [ i/ﬁf%t biﬁ\ﬁg‘ﬁﬁ\ 2 003$f§: ‘We extend our warm thanks to our friends at Kumamoto Gakuen University and an
_ - " . invitation to the staff and students to join us at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

IZ8 | B3HREFEEIREL TWD,

Sincerely,

2

Dr. Karl Markgraf
Director, Center for International Education
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La Trobe Umversu;y ”

LA TROBE UNIVERSlTY Postal address
A 480 TH Metbourne, Victonia, Austratia, 3086

Internationad ngmm s Office Telephone: +01 39479 1199

Far <61 39479 3660
Emarl. wtemational@ latrobe edu au
Internet, s latrobe edo awinternational/

EXCHANGE PROGRAMS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY WITH KGU

The tradition of i provides ities for students and staff
to enhance i through mobility and ion. The newly N
- N
formed partnership between La Trobe University and Kumamoto Gakuen University (KGU) AT 4—7» 1 * I} = E
will further enhance the and i of our staff and students. i
EfgiRA L HE
of the program, within the context of Australia’s close links with

the Asia-Pacific region, is a goal which KGU and La Trobe University share. Through an
effective credit transfer scheme, both institutions are striving to  facilitate mutual recognition
of and peri in the Asia-Pacific region. ZhO—7KE

1964FAILD EL DA KEE,

La Trobe U niversity a ppreciates K GU's s upport for its Annual | nternational E xchange F air,

which provides an opportunity for La Trobe students to find out more about international study iét F(3$924,0008, 6 DD F v L /NZAH B
programs. We look forward to further developing the relationship between our two . - — N
universities. .W—C ‘t‘;ﬁ &miﬁ,*%fé.’#—f’j Z b D_7jc

MﬁsTé E2 MY TIMEALFEIL 1, A
A#IBIEAAT, BRMESEOHIFICE L, mE
ME- &) L TOTKES LEBEHNECH, TH

Stephen Connelly

Director, International Programs Office ?, 2&?— & (3200 3£F- 2RIZ /)lLTg;J s ﬁ\jf%%
La Trobe University
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Watashi wa Hutoxi Damania desu. 1994
ni hajimete Indo no Bombay kara Nihon ni
kite, ichinenkan Kumamoto Gakuen Daigaku
de ryugaku sasete itadakimashita.
Kumamoto ni sugoshita ichinenkan wa
totemo tanoshikatta desu. Tokyo to Osaka
no you na ookii toshi ni iru yori mo
Kumamoto ni ryugaku suru koto wa ‘honto
no’ Nihon wo keiken suru koto ga dekima-
shita to omoimasu. Daigaku no Hirota sen-
sei no otaku de homestay sasete itadakima-
shita node Nihonjin no katei seikatsu mo
sukoshi wakaru koto ga dekimashita. Sono
ichinenkan wo wasureru koto ga dekimasen.

1995 ni Indo he kaette kite kara 5 nenkan
Mitsui Bussan Kabushiki Kaisha no Bombay
jimusho de tsutomemashita. Kaisha dewa
Kumamoto Gakuen Daigaku de benkyou
shita koto wo totemo yaku ni tachimashita.

2000 ni kekkon shite shujin no Marazban
to isshouni America ni hikkoshimashita.
Ichinenkan Texas shuu no shuuto Austin ni
sugoshite, 2001 ni Colorado shuu no Denver
ni hikkoshimashita. Colorado wa
Kumamoto no you ni shizen ga totemo kirei
desu. Rocky Mountain Range wa takai
yama ga takusan arimasu. Aspen to Vail
no you na ski no dekiru tokoro mo takusan
arimasu.

Kyounen 11 gatsu ni musuko no Mithra
Jahaan ga umaremashita. Mithra wa mo
sugu issai ni narimasu shi aruki hajimete
imasu. Itsu ka shujin to Mithra to ishhouni

Kumamoto ni ikitai to omotte imasu.

- Hutoxi Damania '?I\QJ il
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While at KGU... I participated in
parades, I saw a bridge which turned into a
waterfall, I wore a kimono, I pounded Mochi,
I took a bath in hot sand, I wore funny hats,
I saw breathtaking views, I visited castles, I
walked up 3333 stairs, I sang Karaoke, I
biked over the bridges of Amakusa, I studied,
I learned how to play a Koto, I dressed like a
monkey, I ate the strangest food and enjoyed
it, I went skiing, I saw a life-sized tiger
entirely made of candy, I dressed up as Santa
Claus, I saw ninjas, I learned the tea cere-
mony, I was blessed by a Buddhist monk, I
saw wild dolphins, I learned how tatami was
made, I shook hands with a prince, I saw a 25
foot tall snow sculpture, I found octopus
along the seashore, I saw a Japanese mar-
riage, I camped in the middle of Nagasaki
port, I rafted the Kuma River, I saw a temple
covered in gold, I was a Tibetan fashion-
model, T spent Christmas in Kyoto, I ran a
relay race, I went fishing, I learned the cus-
toms and traditions of Japan’s wondrous
people and I made new friends! My stay
and participation at KGU was a life-
changing experience and I must give Special
Thanks to the crew at KGU’s International
Office, who made it all possible.
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My normal life in Kumamoto

[ really liked being in Kumamoto. I found
it to be a great, small, friendly town in Japan,
and I really liked being away from a large
urban centre for my stay. Kumamoto is a
beautiful city, with a castle, great festivals,
and a very urban atmosphere. I really en-
joyed the wealth of cool old stuff both in and
around the city. There were many beautiful
temples, the 3,333 stairs, a volcano, and many
things to do in the area, including many
places related to the life and death of
Miyamoto Musashi, which I found very inter-
esting. The classes at KGU were very good,
as well. My Japanese classes were great,
and I think the best thing about school there
is that I could take normal classes in
Japanese, and was even encouraged to do so.
The international office’s staff are great, and
organised lots of events, and cultural demon-
strations for us to take part in, and I found
myself really enjoying some of the little
things about Japanese culture, like shamisen
music, and Noh drama. I feel that I was
very lucky to get the chance to go to KGU,
and I keep getting the impression that I may
have gotten more out of my stay in Japan by
not focusing on the obvious touristy things to
do, and being able to take part in normal life

as much as I wanted to.

Thanks, everyone!
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Hello, my name is Karen Horton and I
have just returned to England after spending
one year studying at Kumamoto Gakuen
Daigaku. I went to Kumamoto Gakuen
Daigaku in September 2002 as an exchange
student from Liverpool John Moores Univer-
sity, England.

Before leaving England for Japan I was
very apprehensive about what lie ahead in
Japan. I was the only one from my univer-
sity going to Kumamoto so I was a little
nervous about making friends. I already
knew there were no other English students
going to Kumamoto Gakuen University so
knew I would have to overcome a few culture
shocks! I will never forget arriving at the
International Residence. I was absolutely
shattered and all I wanted to do was go and
hide in my room. However, my two
Japanese roommates were very talkative
and wanted to know every little detail about
me, my family, England and just about any-
thing else they could think of. The next day
they took me to the supermarket and I bored
them to death as I went up and down every
aisle looking at all the amazing items (and
trying to find something I vaguely
recognised).

Looking back on my experience in Japan,
I just think of all the amazing people I met
whilst I was there. My Japanese teachers
who made me laugh and tried to teach me
Japanese, my roommates Kaori and Asako
who helped me settle in to Japanese life, the
staff at the International Office who listened
to all my problems and helped me out, my
new American (and Canadian) friends who
made my experience so much fun and taught
me the difference between chips and crisps,
and cookies and biscuits etc!

I learnt so much during my year in
Kumamoto and have memories that will live
with me for the rest of my life. I plan to go
back to visit next summer, and maybe even
stay there for a year or so. Whatever hap-
pens I know that I have made some really
good friends and had an amazing experience.
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