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The human race has entered a new century which is characterized by rapid globalization.
The world is becoming a small global village. In the new century, no country wishing to
keep pace with world developments can isolate itself from the international community
and no higher education institution wishing to keep pace with the development flow of
the world higher education can isolate itself from the international academic community.
For this reason, a network between universities in various parts of the globe have virtually
been in operation to multiply the strengths of its partner institutions.

The newly - developed Exchange Program between the College of Foreign Languages of
Vietnam National University, Hanoi and Kumamoto Gakuen University fits very well the
world trend of cooperation and interaction. Both universities share their interest in
providing their students with opportunity to develop their language skills and to raise their
awareness of each other's culture. Under this program, our students of Japanese are
receiving support and assistance from Kumamoto Gakuen University to improve their
communicative skills in Japanese and their understanding of Japanese culture, and to
build friendships with their Japanese peers. The same benefits are enjoyed by our visiting
Japanese students when they are exposed to Vietnamese cultures. Not only is the program
beneficial to the students but it also helps to bring the faculty and staff from the two
institutions together to share their experience, ideas, and worldviews.

Botli Vietnam and Japan share Eastern Asian cuitural values. When Vietnamese students
studying Japanese and Japanese students studying Vietnamese, they are definitely able to
discover the similarities and differences between the two cultures because language, when
used in context of communication, is bound up with culture in multiple and complex
ways. The exchange program between our two universities doubles the learning
opportunity for students from each institution. The exciting experiences during their stay
in the guest country are bound to stay with them the rest of their life, giving them a sense
of responsibility for preserving and developing their home culture as well as an
appreciation of the other's culture.

.
«
ac
I~
j—
AN
£
EX
A
a2

~
-

The College of Foreign Languages of Vietnam National University, Hanoi really
appreciates the initiative taken by Kumamoto Gakuen University in developing this
program and we would like to extend our most sincere thanks to its Office of International
Programs for everything they have done to make the exchange program possible for our
students. Congratulations to Kumamoto Gakuen University on its internationally -
established reputation!

bl

Le Van Canh

Head, International Relations Office
College of Foreign Languages
Vietnam National University, Hanoi.
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Exchange Programmes for the 21* century with Kumamoto Gakuen University

Northern Ireland, where the University of Ulster is located, is a unique place. It is that part of
Ireland which is in the UK and that part of the UK which is in Ireland. It is a place where the
cultures of Britain and Ireland intersect; where society is emerging from a period of prolonged
and intense conflict; where people are learning to respect those who differ from them.

Japan is also approaching a crossroads—politically, economically and culturally. The
international community expects Japan to play an increasingly important role on the world stage
and both Japanese society and economy will need to embrace a genuine internationalisation in
order to ensure the country’s future prosperity. Kumamoto is located in Kyushu, Japan’s
Gateway to Asia. This will bring both opportunities and challenges for the future graduates of
Kumamoto Gakuen.

The University of Ulster wishes to congratulate Kumamoto Gakuen University for the innovative
and farsighted way in which it seeks to develop a genuinely international outlook amongst its
students. Its range of short-term and long-term student exchange programmes gives its students a
valuable opportunity to develop the crosscultural skills and tolerance which will be neccessary
to compete and interact successfully in the global society of the 21% century.

Northern Ireland’s young people are well aware that the internal conflict in their own society
could be resolved only by the involvement and commitment of many international statesmen,
notably former US President Bill Clinton. For this reason, we in Ulster value greatly the
opportunity to allow our own students to view the world from a Japanese perspective, through
the current exchange programme with Kumamoto Gakuen.
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Despite apparent differences of language and culture, most Northern Irish and Japanese are quiet,
gentle and courteous people. We in the University of Ulster look forward to developing our
current cooperation with Kumamoto Gakuen University within the framework of both
universities” commitment to producing graduates with appropriate skills for the world of the 21%
century. Both universities aim to produce graduates capable of meeting the challenges which
their countries will have to face, and capable of promoting peaceful resolution to international
problems on the basis of their own crosscultural experiences.

We extend our thanks to the staff of the Office of International Programs at Kumamoto Gakuen
for their warm and efficient support in developing the current exchange programme and we
extend also the warmest of welcomes to all staff or students of Kumamoto Gakuen who may visit
the University of Ulster in the future.

(\-\;el_..ll (’4"\

Dr Michael Green
Director, International Office
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Finding What is Already There

Evarx® U)J) FIH5A

I am often asked why I am interested in Japan,
or why do I study Japanese. The story, with
necessary brevity, goes like this: Nearly four years
ago, in the spring of 1998, a close friend suggested
that I apply for a particular job. “It’s with the
Office of International Programs, working with
Japanese Students,” she told me. I had no
particular vested interest in Japan at the time, but
the job sounded quite interesting;I applied, was
hired, and thusly began my journey on an
amazing path that has truly altered my life, and
brought me to the point of adding two minors to
my degree, Japanese and Asian Studies, living in
Kumamoto City, and applying for the position of
Coordinator of International Relations in the JET
Program.

I spent the summers of 1998 and 1999 working
as a Program Assistant for Montana State
University’s Office of International Programs,
working with 2" and 3™ year English majors from
Kumamoto Gakuen University. The first summer
was phenomenal;I learned so much about
Japanese and American people, and really,
humanity in general. The incredibly positive
experience of the first program precipitated
working the following program, in the summer of
1999, which was a distinctly salient occurrence in
my life. Since those two summers, I have been
studying the Japanese language and cultural
history, in addition to working with Japanese
people in varying capacities up to the present.

It was during the 1999 program that I decided
to apply for an international student exchange
program to Japan, specifically Kumamoto Gakuen
University. I am very young, so perhaps my life
experience doesn’t provide a formidable precedent
but I most sincerely believe that the 10 months I
spent in Japan were the most important 10
months of my life thus far. The academic year
missed in the US. while there postponed my
graduation from college by a full calendar year
and caused a bit of financial hardship. I see,
however, no feasible means of comparing the two
experiences, in a cost/benefit sense—1 honestly
feel that there is nothing more positive that I
could have done with my life. Living in Japan
solidified my desire to become an active member

y

of the international community, gave me direction,
and completely altered my perceptions of the
world around me. My Japanese language ability
advanced in leaps and bounds, and I met people
that have without doubt significantly altered the
course of my life. Everything became positive
there, even the difficulties. My student exchange
to Japan was invaluable and I am a much better
person for having participated.

Regarding spatial orientation and linear time,
our perception of the world is shrinking every day.

In order that we can all responsibly inhabit this
planet in safety and harmony, international
communication and understanding is vital I
believe that it is more important now than it has
ever been. Now that I have returned to the US,
I am often asked the following question: “what
was the most important thing you learned in
Japan?” What remains with me as a result of my
experience in Japan, at KGU, is this:living in
Kumamoto City with people from all over the
world, enjoying everything an international
student exchange has to offer truly made me
realize that I am nothing as small as an
“American,” but a citizen of the Earth-and across
the world, the things that we all share, the things
that we all desire in common like love and
happiness and the universal search for fulfillment
in one’s life —these things are far stronger than
what separates us.

(20004F 9 A ~20014E 7 B REEHEEL LTZA)
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Life-changing Experience .7z
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with fellow students, both Japanese and non-
Japanese. We would all meet up in Kumamoto’s
many restaurants and bars or visit each others
homes to chat and share stories and experiences.
At the weekends we made time to venture
further afield and explore Kyushu’s mountains
and sea. We visited many Onsen including those
in beautiful Yufuin, took road trips around the
islands of Amakusa and its glorious beaches,
attended the many Matsuri around Kumamoto
and Fukuoka and spent Golden Week camping on
Amami Oshima. In fact from about the second
weekend there I think my diary for the whole
semester was packed with exciting trips and
activities and I have literally hundreds of photos
to prove it too!

And then one humid and hot August day with a
clear blue sky and the blazing humid heat I had
got used to, I finally left Kumamoto with a very
heavy heart, a whole pile of memories,
photographs and souvenirs. With my new found
confidence I made vow to return as soon as
possible. Time passed quickly in my final year
back in Liverpool, and before I knew it I was back
in Kyushu, this time working as a Co-ordinator for
International Relations on the JET Programme.
My new base was to be a medium-sized town in
Miyazaki called Saito. I was based in the City
Hall’s Social Education Section where 1 taught
English and French, translated, interpreted, gave
speeches, workshops and basically did anything
‘international’ that was required of me! I could
write all day on my experiences there, which
became more profound the more I understood
Japanese language, culture and people. Miyazaki
was beautiful and I enjoyed my time there
immensely, but Kumamoto was where it had all
began and I loved to escape back there for long
weekends to meet up with old friends.
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It has been three and a half years since 1 left
Miyazaki and nearly seven since 1 first arrived in
Kumamoto. When I returned to the UK in
September 1998 I moved to London with my
partner David (a fellow Miyazaki CIR!). 1 spent
. three enjoyable vears
working for the Daiwa
Anglo-Japanese Founda-
tion, and five months ago
I moved jobs and am now
working in 1. T. Support.

The time has flown but
my memories are still
vivid of this very happy
time in my life and 1 am
glad that this first
experience of Japan was
such a positive one. Some
day in the not too distant
future I hope 1 can come
back to beautiful Kyushu
and continue my discov-
ery of your wonderful
country.
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I’'d like to share some thoughts regarding
international exchange programs and how they
relate to the metropolitan American workplace. I
participated in a one-year exchange program to
Kumamoto Gakuen University in Kumamoto,
Japan during my third year at Montana State
University. Though I was working toward a
degree in Computer Science at MSU, my studies
in Kumamoto were focused on Japanese Culture
and Language. Currently, three years after
graduating from MSU, I work at a small software
company in New York City where the value of my
experiences in Japan has become incredibly clear.

Before moving to New York, I had worked at a
few companies in the West. I worked for a
technology company in Montana, and two in Boise,
Idaho. My experiences at these companies did
not prepare me for the New York workplace, but
my experiences in Kumamoto did. New York is
an extremely culturally diverse city. In fact, New
York is so diverse that when I first arrived I
sometimes felt that I was living in a foreign
country. I soon realized that this diversity was
not limited to the public places. Companies in the
city had an amazing mix of people, much more so
than in Midwestern cities.

While studying in Japan, one of the greatest
challenges I had was in letting go of my cultural
stereotypes. Many assumptions and beliefs that I
held while growing up proved to only hold true in
my home country. In almost every aspect of my
life, I re-evaluated my biases and opinions. In the
end I realized that typically cultural beliefs are
entirely subjective. For example, many of the
realities of every-day living in southern Japan
were entirely different than in Montana. How-
ever, neither set of beliefs were better than the
other, they were simply localized to their
respective people and regions. This process of

rationalizing cultural beliefs allowed me to adapt
very quickly to working in an intensely
multicultural company.

My current company, Antenna Software Inc.,
employs around 50 people, most of them having a
technical background. Almost half of these
people were not born in the US;we have
employees from Asia, South America, The Middle
East, and Europe. In almost every team there is
at least one person for which English is a second
or third language. I have found that because of
this, an open view to culture and language is
critical to being a truly effective employee. In
communication, it sometimes occurs that implied
meanings can be based on cultural knowledge or
beliefs, and therefore be very confusing for those
from a foreign culture.

During my year in Japan, I began learning how
to isolate my own cultural beliefs in conversation
and behavior. This allowed me to communicate
much more effectively with those from non-US
cultures. This skill is critical in the modern
American workplace. I would encourage stu-
dents with career interests outside of the US, as
well as in large US cities to enroll in an
international exchange program.
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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Tel 096-366-3230 Fax 096-372-4112
E-mail: ipkgu@kumagaku.ac.jp
http:.//www2.kumagaku.ac.jp/office/kokko/hor
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KUMAMOTO GAKUEN UNIVERSITY

T862-8680 REATIALI2TEHSE1S
B35 (096)364-5161

http:/www.kumagaku.ac.jp



