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UNITEC’s School of Languages is most grateful to Kumamoto Gakuen University for
its co-operation in developing the Exchange Programme between our two institutions.
Both universities have the aim of enabling their students to develop both their
language skills and a greater understanding of each other’s cultures. The exchange
programme is an ideal vehicle for achieving those aims.

New Zealand is a country that is physically remote from the rest of the world but we
are great travellers and actively seek business and cultural links with countries in the
Asia Pacific area and beyond. We enjoy our environment and celebrate the mix of
distinct cuitures that make up our society. We are keen to share our lifestyle and all
visitors can be sure of a very warm welcome when they arrive here. By the end of
their time at UNITEC we are sure that our visiting Japanese students will have had
many chances to practise and extend their English language ability and that they will
return to Japan with many memories of the delights that New Zealand offers.

For our students of Japanese, this exchange programme is an exciting opportunity to
visit Japan, to practise their language, to build friendships and to further an
understanding of Japan that will iast for a lifetime. For the students who have aiready
spent time at Kumamoto Gakuen University, the experience has been both exciting

and enriching.

We live in a global society. New technologies continually make travel and

communication easier and faster and our students can now take advantage of many
opportunities for overseas study in order to gain a truly world perspective. UNITEC
congratulates Kumamoto Gakuen University for its international focus, and for the
development of programmes and facilities that encourage this valuable interchange of

ideas and worldviews.

W\ ‘.\ N‘i\\S N \\\‘r‘}\A
Nle Shackleford

Head

School of Languages

UNITEC Institute of Technology
Auckland
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